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Synopsis

Named for Alexander Spotswood, an adventurous, enterprising, Colonial-era governor,
Spotsylvania was formed in 1721 from the western expanses of Essex, King and Queen, and King
William Counties. A burgeoning industrial and agricultural region during AmericaA¢a -a,¢s
formative years, Spotsylvania County remained an important trade hub in the years leading up to
the Civil War. Located between the warring capitals of Richmond and Washington, DC,
Spotsylvania became the battleground of four major land engagements, leaving more than 100,000
casualties over an 18-month period. Left in economic desolation at the warA¢a -a,¢s end, the
citizenry reclaimed the ravaged countryside and, with admirable perseverance, sought a return to
normalcy. Today, Spotsylvanians struggle to reconcile the advantages of a tourism industry, which
is based on a history that was thrust upon them, with finding their place in a sprawling suburban

future.

Book Information

Series: Images of America

Paperback: 128 pages

Publisher: Arcadia Publishing (June 27, 2011)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0738582468

ISBN-13: 978-0738582467

Product Dimensions: 6.5 x 0.3 x 9.2 inches

Shipping Weight: 11.2 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 5.0 out of 5 stars 1 customer review

Best Sellers Rank: #3,566,099 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #81 inA A Books > History >
Americas > United States > Civil War > Campaigns & Battlefields > Fredericksburg #12768
inA A Books > Arts & Photography > Photography & Video > History #15630 inA A Books > Arts &
Photography > Photography & Video > Travel

Customer Reviews

Title: History of Spotsylvania County Told Through PhotographsPublisher: Arcadia Publishing Date:
6/27/2011The newest addition to Arcadia PublishingA¢a -4,¢s popular Images of America series is
Spotsylvania County from local author John F. Cummings Ill. The book boasts more than 200
vintage images and memories of days gone by.Named for Alexander Spotswood, an adventurous,

enterprising, Colonial-era governor, Spotsylvania was formed in 1721 from the western expanses of



Essex, King and Queen, and King William Counties. A burgeoning industrial and agricultural region
during America’s formative years, Spotsylvania County remained an important trade hub in the
years leading up to the Civil War. Located between the warring capitals of Richmond and
Washington, D.C., Spotsylvania became the battleground of four major land engagements, leaving
more than 100,000 casualties over an 18-month period. Left in economic desolation at the war’s
end, the citizenry reclaimed the ravaged countryside and, with admirable perseverance, sought a
return to normalcy. Today Spotsylvanians struggle to reconcile the advantages of a tourism industry,
which is based on a history that was thrust upon them, with finding their place in a sprawling
suburban future.Highlights of Spotsylvania County:A¢a —-A¢ War-torn landscapeA¢a -Ag
Desolation and recoveryA¢a —-A¢ Landscape memorializedA¢a —A¢ National Military Park and the
CCCAg¢a -A¢ Centennial preparationsAvailable at area bookstores, independent retailers, and
online retailers, or through Arcadia Publishing at www.arcadiapublishing.com or (888)-313-2665.
Arcadia Publishing is the leading publisher of local and regional history in the United States. Our
mission is to make history accessible and meaningful through the publication of books on the
heritage of AmericaA¢a —4,¢s people and places. Have we done a book on your town? Visit

www.arcadiapublishing.com.###

John F. Cummings lll, a visual historian, served on the Spotsylvania Courthouse Tourism and
Special Events Commission and is chairperson of the Friends of Fredericksburg Area Battlefields.
Many of the images presented here are from his personal collection, as well as the archives of the

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania National Military Park and the Library of Congress.

| grew up in Spotsylvania County so it was fun to see how the area changed over the years. It's also

an easy way to see and learn some of the area’s history.
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